
A PRACTICAL APPROACH TO SUPPORTING 
YOUR CHILD AT HOME WITH READING AND 
COMPREHENSION 

Y E A R  3  T O  6  



WHAT DO WE DO AS TEACHERS? 
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WHY IS LITERACY IMPORTANT? 
 

People read and write for many different reasons: 

• for pleasure and interest 

• to keep in touch with family and friends 

• to obtain and use information that will help them solve problems and make 

• choices and decisions 

• to learn about the world and to communicate their thoughts to others 

for work purposes 

• More broadly, literacy is about how we communicate in society 





HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD? 

Tip 1 | Help Your Child Understand What He or She Reads  

 

Tip 2 | Talk With Your Child 

 

Tip 3 | Make Reading Enjoyable 

 

Tip 4 | Encourage Your Child to Write 

 

Tip 5 | Be a Positive Role Model 

 

Tip 6 | Bring “Critical Literacy” Into Your Home 





TIP 1  HELP YOUR CHILD UNDERSTAND 

• making connections to things he or she already knows 
• creating mental pictures of what is happening in a story 
• asking questions while reading 
• reading “between the lines” 
• synthesizing or summarizing information 
• using strategies for figuring out difficult words 



TIP 2 TALK WITH YOUR CHILD 

• Talk with your child frequently about what he or she is reading and writing. 

• Talk with your child about such things as movies, television programs, 

songs, and plays.  

• Encourage him or her to express and justify opinions.  

• Have your child tell stories at special family events such as celebrations 

or holidays. 

• Take turns sharing humorous family stories with your child. 

• Be positive and encourage your child to share his or her opinions and feelings. 

• Show interest in what your child is saying by being a good listener. 



TIP 3 MAKE READING ENJOYABLE 

• stories that reflect their image of themselves 

• song lyrics or scripts that appeal to their musical and artistic tastes 

• materials that are amusing, such as jokes or funny stories 

• fiction that focuses on action or plot 

• books in a series that allow the reader to connect with the characters 

• science fiction or fantasy 

• newspapers and magazines 



TIP 4 ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO WRITE 

Make sure that your child sees you reading and writing  

Look for opportunities for purposeful writing at home 

Encourage your child to keep a scrapbook of family holidays  

Play various word games. 

Encourage your child to enter writing contests in local newspapers or to 

Make writing an enjoyable, positive experience for your child. 



TIP 5 BE A POSITIVE ROLE MODEL 

• Talk regularly with your child about things you have read  

• Show that you read for a variety of purposes.  

• Read for enjoyment. 



TIP 6  BRING CRITICAL LITERACY INTO YOUR 
HOME 

Talk about the purpose of a book or article and the author’s reasons for 

writing it. 

Help your child understand that materials in print or other media convey a 

particular viewpoint or perspective. 

Check for social and cultural fairness, and look for any misleading effects of 

missing information. 

Share your point of view about a story or an article. 

Discuss ways in which language is used for persuasion. For example, discuss 

the powerful effects of language in advertising and in methods used to 

persuade viewers to watch a television show. 

Respect your child’s ideas, opinions 
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